[bookmark: _GoBack]No trip to Texas is complete without a stop in San Antonio. Arts, history, and culture collide in this beautiful city. You’ll be enticed by exceptional Tex-Mex food, mesmerized by the color and tradition and celebration of this urban landscape, and enthralled with the shopping and leisure activities that abound here.
The River Walk, or Paseo del Rio, is actually the largest urban ecosystem in the nation. It is home to museums, historic districts, 200-year-old Spanish missions, hotels, shops, restaurants, and fun around every corner. Millions of people visit the River Walk each year to enjoy this unusual urban sanctuary that winds along the San Antonio river. The air even seems cooler in this world of pleasure only one story below the bustling street leve.l.
Whatever you’re hungry for can be found on the River Walk. And you can take a water taxi to get there! Often fronted with colorful umbrellas, restaurants along the Walk offer classic Tex-Mex, tender barbecue, traditional Italian, and contemporary Southwestern cuisine. Having fueled up, you will be ready to navigate any amount of the 15 miles of sidewalks and paths. You’ll stop along the way in the King William Historic District and you’re sure to find a museum or two that offers a cool respite amid all that learning. Ride a river cruiser, rent a bicycle, or just see the sights on foot.
One word is often associated with San Antonio—the Alamo. And it is definitely a stop you will want to make. Tucked in among skyscrapers, the Alamo is likely to appear much smaller than you imagined. But it’s huge in history and American pride. The Alamo was founded in 1718 as the first mission in San Antonio. It, along with four others, were developed along the San Antonio River with the purpose of converting and educating the native population. In 1836, about 200 Texas defeners took refuge in the mission to defend it from over a thousand of General Santa Anna’s Mexican troops. For 13 days, the defense held, but they were finally overwhelmed. Among the brave defenders were William Travis, Jim Bowie, and Davy Crockett. The Alamo becamse an inspiration and a motivation for liberty during the Texas Revolution.
